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Committee Chair(s)
· Harry Solomon, Director, Engineering Support Programs, Stinger Ghaffarian Technologies (SGT, Inc.) 
Committee Members
A list of committee members is on the back page.
Committee Activities and Updates
· The Aerospace Leadership Team meets bi-monthly to continue to drive implementation of its initiatives. 
· Aerospace Skills2Compete Maryland Event: Ribbon Cutting & Grand Opening of Aviation Maintenance Technology School at Hagerstown Regional Airport, on April 27, 2011 at 10:00 a.m., or flexibility to hold event on 4/26 or 4/28 at the same time.

Background
· GWIB’s involvement in this project dates back to early 2006 when the project was conceived in response to a GWIB survey which evaluated training programs available which could fill the needs of three federal contractors operating at the Hagerstown Regional Airport (HGR) Top Flight.  GWIB convened a business-led task force and provided direction to the committee as it sought guidance on proposed next steps.  Support from the National Skills Coalition and Maryland’s Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED) were provided as well. Additionally, GWIB and SGT, Inc. provided technical assistance during a Familiarization Tour of HGR in November 2009, when four out-of-state training providers met to assess the facilities and the program requirements made by the employers involved.  
· After several years of continued collaboration, the project was funded.  U.S. Senators Benjamin L. Cardin and Barbara A. Mikulski announced on December 21, 2010, that the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) awarded $272,975 in grant funding to establish the Aviation Maintenance Technology School at Hagerstown Regional Airport in Hagerstown, Maryland.

· The School, to be administered by the Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics (PIA), will train a pool of local, skilled workers capable of serving the aircraft maintenance needs at the regional airport.

· The launch of the Aviation Maintenance Technology School means jobs, jobs, jobs right here in Western Maryland – jobs that are in demand today and jobs that will now be filled by local workers.  The school will help train the workforce the Hagerstown Regional Airport needs to stay competitive,” Senator Mikulski said.  “The Hagerstown Regional Airport is critical to keeping Western Maryland’s economy moving.  I will continue to fight to keep Marylanders on the go and for a continued federal investment in our communities.”
· The Aviation maintenance Technology School will train students to receive Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) certifications as aircraft maintenance technicians, helping to meet the manpower needs at Hagerstown Regional Airport.  This influx of skilled workers will fill high-paying aviation maintenance positions, boosting the local economy and allowing the airport to expand.

· The ARC is a federal-state partnership that works with the people of Appalachia to create opportunities for self-sustaining economic development and improved quality of life.

· In addition the ARC funding of $271,975, the Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics will provide $427,075, bringing the total projects cost to $700,000.
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